Conservation and Planning Report – July 2011

Angels and the Lion’s Den

In January’s report I started somewhat gloomily ruminating on the future of our historic environment.  And the concerns have not gone away. But there is always room for optimism and we are very fortunate that there are so many people who really value our heritage and are prepared to go the extra distance to safeguard it for us all to enjoy.  So English Heritage’s new annual award (sponsored by Andrew Lloyd Webber) to celebrate the work of people who have saved a heritage site from being lost forever is most welcome.  Called the EH Angels Award the closing date for entries is 12th August 2011.  Terms and conditions, details of eligibility and further information can be found at http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/caring/heritage-at-risk/English-Heritage-Angel-Awards/ . We have much to celebrate in Yorkshire so your YGT Council has already someone in mind to nominate for their tremendous efforts for parks and gardens, but that doesn’t of course preclude any of you to submit a nomination ... and in fact the more submissions the greater should be the publicity for our heritage and its angels. 

In addition, some of you may know of important buildings at risk (grade I or II*) where registered charities or other not-for-profit organizations have been unable to access capital. There is now a new ‘Challenge Fund’ also with money from the Andrew Lloyd Webber Foundation, this time managed by The Architectural Heritage Fund (AHF).  Through this Fund, AHF will be able to marry the knowledge and skills of larger organizations with smaller Building Preservation Trusts.  So if you know of a building at risk (including garden/designed landscape buildings) that could be helped then please encourage an application.

On a slightly different matter, for those of you who want to check out historic buildings/landscapes/battlefields/monuments etc then you will find the English Heritage database of designated heritage assets very useful.  This can be accessed via the EH website (Professional tab), and includes GIS mapping and all descriptions. http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/
Angels feature in the Bible, memory, folklore, myth, iconography and art over many centuries and across many cultures, and thinking about Heritage Angels reminded me that the YGT also has an interest in a site with a historic Lion’s Den!  

Plumpton Rocks, a grade II* park and garden near Knaresborough rejoices in several named rock outcrops including Lion’s Den, Lover’s Leap and Needle’s Eye.  The late Queen Mary reportedly said that it was ‘the nearest place on earth to heaven’, and on a more esoteric note it was the venue for the YGT’s first midsummer picnic on 20th June 1997.  I am reminded that it rained, rather like the picnic at St Nicholas this year!  However we had a wonderful evening in no small part due to Plumpton Rock’s owner the late Edward de Plumpton Hunter and his son Robert.  Edward was a founder trustee of the YGT, a delightful man, who loved ‘The Rocks’.  He sadly died last November but Robert has taken on the responsibility for this wonderfully dramatic and picturesque landscape recently buying back more land, part of the Registered site. (The Plumpton family owned this area for hundreds of years before it was bought by the Lascelles family in the mid eighteenth century; it was then bought back by Edward’s family in 1950).  Robert would like to commemorate his father and also another YGT founder trustee, the late Helen Lazenby who loved Plumpton, with some tree planting.  The YGT is trying to help Robert with a long-term vision for Plumpton Rocks and with the help of English Heritage and Natural England it is hoped to commission some more research and update the 1992 management plan.   This would enable sensitive conservation and tree planting to be carried out for future generations to enjoy and be a lasting legacy to two wonderful people. The photograph taken in March 2011 is a view looking east across the lake to the rocks.

As usual the Conservation Sub-committee’s time has been taken up with a variety of requests, concerns and advice.  We were very concerned to hear in April that the conservatory company Amdega had gone into liquidation. The predecessor of Amdega, Richardson of Darlington, founded in the 1870’s supplied glasshouses to a large number of wealthy clients and that last October we were privileged to see an original early twentieth century catalogue and a ledger of clients going back into the 19C.  We wrote & e-mailed the liquidators KPMG explaining about the archive and that it should not be lost and Penelope Dawson Brown has made numerous phone calls to try and find out what has happened.  We are keeping our fingers crossed that the archive can be saved and made available to researchers and historic glasshouse owners – including our Vice-president Caroline Legard, who is restoring the Richardson glasshouse at Scampston, near Malton.

 Anne Tupholme, one of our very active conservation members and researcher from West Yorkshire, was able to use her extensive historic knowledge of the Bolton Abbey estate area to help English Heritage with its response to the revised scheme at Chelker Reservoir for 3 higher turbines to replace 4 on site since 1991 - which generate 2.5% of energy needed to operate the reservoir.  Anne was able to share her research on Bolton Abbey including the images of the lovely 1829 Views. English Heritage and the YGT have strongly objected to the scheme but it is expected that it will go to appeal. 

You will know of Anne’s passion for Parcevall Hall and the work of Sir William Milner.  Her researches on Sir William are on-going and she was delighted to find recently that Sir William probably re-designed the gardens on the south side of the house at Langcliffe Hall near Settle for the present owner’s grandfather.  Langcliffe Hall has a long history and was sketched by Samuel Buck in the early eighteenth century.  We visited on a beautiful spring day to explore the gardens and meet the owner Mr Robert Bell who is a descendent of the original Dawson family at Langcliffe and who kindly allowed us to look for signs of Sir Wiliam’s involvement in the design of his garden.

We are pleased to report that another milestone has been reached in the saga at Weavers Cottage, Settle, where the applicants appeal has been dismissed.

In March the committee was invited to Wiganthorpe, near Castle Howard, in the Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).  Nine or so residents live on the site where an elegant John Carr of York house once stood. Sadly it was demolished in 1953 but the kitchen wing and stables were saved and in the 1990’s several cottages were built on the same footprint.  The present residents are responsible for approximately nine acres of the surrounding historic landscape and want to preserve it sensitively within a limited budget. We had a wonderful day; warm hospitality, balmy early spring sunshine and a fascinating exploratory walk making it a special pleasure to be in this lovely place.  There were features from many phases of the garden’s development in evidence such as avenues, lakes, drives, pathways, terracing, tree and plant material, built features, vistas, ‘lumps and bumps’ and names for example of the lakes and woods, all of which pointed to the phases and changes that have taken place in this garden and designed landscape over several centuries. With the help of the early Ordnance Survey maps it was possible to get some idea of the extent and layout of the eighteenth century garden and subsequent later change.  Species that are indicators of ancient semi-natural woodland were found; Dog's Mercury (Mercurialis perennis), Moschatel (Adoxa moschatellina), Opposite–leaved Golden-saxifrage (Chrysoplenium oppositifolium), and Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta).  Anne also found out that three paintings of Wiganthorpe Hall by Francis Nicholson were sold at Bonhams on February 6 2007.  

Two other recent planning applications that we have commented on were for Netherside Hall in the Yorkshire Dales National Park and Tudor Croft/Spring Lodge at Guisborough.  Netherside Hall is a school belonging to North Yorkshire County Council with a designed landscape probably laid out when the house was built in the 1820’s.  We have commented on planning applications here since 1998.  This application was for the retention of prefabricated classrooms in the walled garden, for a further three years.  Although we had no objection to their retention until the school closes in July 2012, we objected to the classrooms remaining on site after the end of 2012 and this time-frame has been agreed by the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority.  In our letter we again requested that every effort should be made to conserve the landscape and that this should be informed by a management plan based on thorough research and assessment.  This is particularly pertinent as the site is likely to be sold by North Yorkshire County Council once the school closes.  It is unfortunate that the Council has never ever seen fit to put together management plans for its historic properties like Netherside Hall ... but we keep asking!   The planning application at Guisborough is for 41 houses and associated development on rising ground opposite Tudor Croft, the Heagney family’s of the Arts-and-Crafts house and garden and have objected to it. 

As a conservation committee we would like to find the time to re-introduce the type of workshops that we organised in the early years of the Trust and also to produce guidance notes for owners/Friends of historic parks and gardens; this has been in our thoughts for some time ... we just need more people to help.  So if you can make a contribution we would love to welcome you into our group.  Meanwhile we are working on draft proposals for conservation management plan advice, which could be used by those who have little or no experience of such plans. 


   

Caroline Hardie, Archaeo-Environment Ltd, www.aenvironment.co.uk is currently preparing a parkland restoration plan on behalf of The National Trust and the tenant farmer for Ormesby Hall’s park near Middlesbrough using funding from the Higher Level Stewardship Scheme.  It is due for completion in October 2011. She would like to hear from anyone who has been conducting their own research into the evolution of the parkland.

Small Grants Scheme

We have now given out all the grants for the 2009-10 year.  The grant for the cascade at Parcevall Hall was in the vanguard and has now been followed by £500 towards the cost of the condition survey for the Nelson Gates at Duncombe Park, £1,000 for the Shuttleworth Shelter in Scarborough and £800 for the West Formal Garden at Beningbrough Hall.
At Beningbrough our funds have been converted into ‘hot planting’.  Bananas, canna’s red-hot pokers, tiger lilies (if the rabbits will leave alone), lobelia and ligularia underplanted with heuchera and the walls covered by yellow foliage or flowers to set off the reds and burgundies give a feel of the 1890’s.  The photograph is of the back border.  We have also funded laminated interpretation sheets, and gardener Joanne Parker says that the momentum gathered from part of our grant being ear-marked for interpretation has meant that she’s been given the go ahead to turn the old Brew House into a garden interpretation space, where she will include something about the YGT on one of the boards as a thank you for the grant.  This is just the sort of outcome that we hope for with our grants; positive steps to further knowledge and enjoyment of our garden heritage. 

The restored oak shelter in the Shuttleworth Gardens on Scarborough’s South Cliff was officially opened in May; the culmination of much fundraising and hard work by Scarborough and District Civic Society.  Penelope Dawson Brown and husband Martin represented the Trust at the opening and Adrian Perry, the Civic Society Chairman paying tribute to the support noted that, ‘the first donor to give us the confidence to carry on was the Yorkshire Gardens Trust.’  The shelter must be about 100 years old and is a wonderfully peaceful sun trap, so will be well used again.  Hopefully for another 100 years. 

The War Memorials Trust has confirmed a grant offer of £20,000 towards the repair of the Nelson Gates (Duncombe Park), but the payment was conditional on a ‘peer review’ of the original specification submitted for the repair works.  So a stone conservator inspected the Gates in March, and our grant helps with this. The work needed on the gates and piers is extensive requiring a large sum, however the Trustees of the Country Houses Foundation have agreed to give £50,000 and the 1805 Club has been approached for the shortfall of about £2,000 that is needed to complete the works.  We look forward to seeing these magnificent gates and piers in good condition gracing the A170 on the approach to Helmsley from Sutton Bank.  The gates guarded an historic drive to Duncombe Park and we have asked that the Estate give consideration to looking at their whole context.  

We are giving six grants in our current scheme, 2010-11 including three parks and gardens that we have helped before.  To the Friends of Beaumont Park, Huddersfield, the grant of £500 is towards the work on the terrace at Beaumont Park including re-pointing the slabs, clearing ivy, poisoning tree stumps & doing some replanting. We have suggested that the Friends visit Belsay Quarry garden to look at the heather/winter garden there before deciding on appropriate planting for Beaumont Park.  At Cannon Hall our £130 grant is for the replacement regency style urns for the front of the Hall. Our third grant, £430, is for the Derwent Riverside Project at Malton which is to go towards the removal of the belt of self- sown sycamore and scrub towards the southern boundary of the Castle Garden and to replace it with more suitable trees.

We are also helping three completely new applicants. Shandy Hall, Coxwold  is to have £200 towards the new garden guide. As you will know Shandy Hall is a Grade I listed building with a lovely garden and was the home of the eighteenth century author Rev Laurence Sterne, who was himself a gardener. 

We have also agreed to give £500 to the Meanwood Valley Partnership, Leeds to help fund research into the landscape history of Meanwood Park.  The research will involve sourcing old maps and photographs etc identifying key landscape and historical features and investigate what remains of the original planting of such areas as the American Garden and Henry’s Pool.  We hope that this will help the group make a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund in the future.      
Finally we have pledged £1,000 to The Friends of New Walk, York for work to repair and enhance the Pikeing Well. The New Walk is York’s historic Georgian riverside promenade opened in 1732 and is on the English Heritage Register of historic parks and gardens.  The Pikeing Well, its only interesting man-made structure, was designed and built in 1752 by John Carr of York and is now in need of sympathetic repair and restoration.  The York conservation architects Wiles and Maguire have written a Condition Inspection Report, their proposals have been accepted by York City Council and our funds are to be matched by the Council for urgent works, with the Council funding some additional works.   The Friends of New Walk are bidding for funds from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for the larger more ambitious works to the Pikeing Well. In their discussion with HLF, it was noted that the initial support of the YGT has given this project the much needed boost required to achieve the more ambitious aim, and as a result raised the interest of the HLF.

The forms for the new Small Grant Scheme, 2011-12 are now available on this website.  We have allocated £3,000.  The closing date is 30th November 2011.

Since the last newsletter we have distributed £700 from the family trust in Oxfordshire to Helredale, an area of Whitby which includes one of the most deprived estates in North Yorkshire.  Penelope Dawson Brown and Anne Dennier have been out to meet the local group and members of Whitby in Bloom.  Susan Davies, Chairman of Whitby in Bloom writes:

'In 2007 local residents approached the Scarborough Borough Council seeking to enhance their environment horticulturally.  Whitby in Bloom was approached and subsequently raised some resources to assist in this process and consultation took place with The Helredale Neighbourhood Council. The outcome of these talks was the proposal to plant a large tree to serve as a focal point for travellers on the adjacent road with sustainable planting in a bed beside the cemetery wall behind. This is a key viewpoint towards Whitby Abbey. As a result of further discussion and consultation including with the YGT, it was agreed that three trees should be chosen to form the focal point. These are; Acer platanoides 'Princetown Gold'; Crataegeus 'Pauls Scarlet' and Malus 'Profusion'.  A border of sustainable planting behind this group and to the fore of the stone cemetery wall will enhance the year round colour and interest.  It is hoped that work can progress in autumn 2011.’
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