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YORKSHIRE GARDENS TRUST

Woolley Hall park and garden

Report bySue Lam [July 2026]

1. CORE DATA
1.1 Name of site:

Woolley Hallpark and garden
1.2 Grid reference:

SE 327 130

1.3 Administrative area:

Civil Parislof Woolleyin the City of WakefieldMetropolitan Districtof West Yorkshire (moderri
the West Ridingf Yorkshirghistoric)

1.4 Current site designation:
b20 2y (KS | Reyiste bikiSori® Bafkd ahd/Gai@ens of Special Historic Interest
2. SUMMARY OF HISTORIC INTEREST

The purchase ahe Woolleyby Michael Wentworth in 1599 marked the starta850-year period
during which the estate would be held by this minor branch of the family who owned Wentworth
WoodhouseThe presentday Woolley Hall was built c. 1635 and the surrounding designed
landscape has been evolving with the changing fashions and successive owners everisinte.
this perioda deer parkandgarders arethought to havefirst beenlaid outduring the 14h century

by theWoodroves.

During the 1& century, under the Wentworthsenclosederracedgardens withgeometricdesigns,
anorchard and courtbounded the hall orthree sides Later that centuryWoolley Daman artificial
body of water forming the east boundary of the pankas grealy extendedby the noted engineer of
the time, James Brindye

The landscape that is seen today was largely developed over the perioel829%y Godfrey
Wentworth Armytagglater Wentworth]1l who consultedeadinglandscape designeend architects
of the time.Thoughdesigners includingohn Weblsubmitted proposalsno scheme wagully
implementedbut individualelementswere usedto createa picturesque landscape fashionable for



the time.Rerowned architects of the day, including Sir Jeffry Wyatville, Charles Watson and James
Pritchett, were consulted on architectural features includthg elegant east entrance lodge

During the 19th century, a picturesque woodland gareexrs developedvith an ornamental stream
andcascadeswhilst walksextended towards &oating lake developed from Woolley Dam.
Formality wasreintroduced tothe west garderthroughthe construction of Italianate terraces, a
sunken garden and geometrically arranged flower beds.

Thepark andgardens then remained largely unchanged until the hall was sold in th&dtind
century. This breaking up of the estate marked the enfibof centuries of asociation of the
Wentworth family with Woolley. Despite changes in use, includingttablishmenbf a college
and construction of a golf course, the historic designed landscape around Woolley Hall today
remains largely legible and extant.

3. HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE SITE
3.1 Estate owners

The Woodrovdamily, havingpurchased the capital messuage and lands in 1B&[d the estateor
over two centurie. Sir Richard Woodrove (c. 144622)created WoolleyParkand the familyis
credited withlaying outthe gardendescribed by Chrisfither Saxtonin hissurveydraftedin 1599
followingthe saleof the estateto Michael Wentworth.

Michael (c15481641) of Creskeld was the founder member the Wentworth lineage that sedtle
Woolley for 350 yearsSir George (1592660) succeeded his father Michael in 16B&ing a staunch
royalist throughout theCvil War, the Woolley estate lefby Sir Georgevasgreatlyimpoverishedoy
the time of his death in 166(0Ventworth 1893,159-160). Dying without a surviving male heir, the
estate passed from Sir George to his brother John (1i&82) Johnhadtrained as a lawyer in Italy
at the University of Padua during the 1630s and in the next decade travelled to France to attend

Lord Strafford\(Ventworth1893,166c M0 @ hy W2 Ky Qa RSIsorkKSiravikiaélt Se LI a
(16541696) and then to his son William (16I%29) who died witbut issue.

Godfrey Wentworth (17051789) inherited Woolley from his uncle William in 1729 and, shortly

after in 1731, Hickleton Hall, which is situated 6 miles west of Doncaster, from his grandmother
(widow of Sir Michel).| A O1f SG2y 1 +ff ¢l a D2RFTNB2Qa LINRAYOALJN €

Duringthistime, he pursued an interest in politicsbeingan alderman in the city of York for 15 years,
Tory member of Parliament for the constituency from 1747147 and then seiagas the Lord

Mayor of York in 1759n his death, Godfrey I, having outlived both of his sons, left his considerable
fortune to his maternal grandson Godfrey Wentworth Armytdige

Godfreyll (17731834) was raised at Kirklees Hall to parents Sir George Armytage and Anna Maria
Wentworth (daughter of Godfrey ). He was 15 years old in 1789 when he inherited Woolley. As
stipulated in the bequest, Godfrey Il took the name Wentworth in lieu afydage [Godfrey

Wentworth Wentworthll]. After completing his education at Trinity College, Cambridge in 1791, he
married Amelia Hawksworth, daughter of Walter [Hawksworth] Fawkes of Hawksworth and Farnley
Halls, in 1794 and attained his majority in 17B6llowing a brief and unremarkable period in
Parliament, holding the constituency of Tregony 1-8@89,Godfrey ligave up his seat. Then around
1812,he became a partner in the historical Yorkshire banking house Wentworth, Chaloner and



Rishworth. For a period, the bank was highly prosperous, but the financial crash e1832%ed to

Alia O2€fftHLAS YR D2RFTNB& LL 68Ay3I RSOfFINBR oFy] N
son, Godfrey lll, some years early prevented creditan® seizing the Woolley estate and allowed

him to purchase theroperty saving the family from ruin. Godfrey Il was obliged to see out his

remaining years at his modest home in London until he died in 1834 age 61 years.

Godfrey Il was succeeded by his son, GodffaywksworthWentworth IV (18291899), who held
Woolley for 34years until he died without an heir. The hall passed briefly to hge#old sister

Ann Wentworth (18241901), who also died without leaving any children. The estate passed to
another sibling, Catherine Mary Withitoyn (18341915) who resumed the name Wentworth in

1901. In 1915, her 5yearold-son, Guy Edward Wentworth Withington (186236) inherited the

estate and assumed the name Wentworth. The final member of the family to reside at Woolley was
D dze Q Michaeél Wentworth Ewartyho also assumed the nanwentworth]. Heoversaw the sale

of the property in 1947.

The estate was broken up with Wakefield Council purchasing the hall and immediate grounds
(including the stables, west garden and south approach). The hall was initially developed as a college
and then used as a commercial enterprise, before falling irgeegair. After standing empty for

around a decade, the Council sold the property to an undisclosed buyer in September 2025. The park
fared better, first béng set over to agriculture and then redeveloped in 1995 as Woolley Golf

Course.

Key owners responsible for the major developments of the designed landscape and dates of their
involvement:

Sir Richard Woodrove .(1489/1509- 1522)

Michael Wentworth (1599 1641)

William Wentworth (696-1729)

Godfrey Wentworth (17291789)

Godfrey Wentworth [formerly Armytage] Wentworth(17831825)
Godfrey Wentworthll (18251865)

3.2 Early history of the site

Believedtobeof Anglp  E2y 2NAIAY T (GKS yIYS 222 (walBQZA & (K2 d
meaning wdl> I hiédeatHeyeQreferring toland that has remained untilled for some tif®ED)
i.e.meaningtheg 2 f S 3 Q &KS$ T §. FNBvo mahersiod Santone (location status lost)
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[Thorketill], a Saxon, before 1066. Historically, spelling of the name has varied with Wolley generally

being predominant into the 19th century and then Woolley becoming the recognised form after the

mid-19th century.

During the 14th centunjVilliam de Notton, who held notable posts within the realm, including
1Ay3aQa aSNBSIyld FyR 2dzaGA0S 2F G(GKS (IRAAQE 06 Sy OK:



which he added during his lifetime. On his deathl@65), the land, together with the capital
messuage and land the adjacent village dflotton, was bought by William de Fyncheden, steward

2T (0KS K2dzaSK2fR YR (1Ay3Qa OKloYNomiidohmlg7y | Yy R (0 KS
(Markham 19793).

In 1425 the manor of Woolley was held by Willielmus de Rilleston passing to subsequent generations
of the Rilstons until c. 1489 when it was granted to Sir Richard Woodrove (¢1522% High

Sheriff of Yorland descendanbf JohnWoodrove It is said that at this time, Sir Richadquired

about half the land in the manor of Woollepcluding the lordship of the manor and the manor

house Then through an agreement with Sir JamesaBgeways who held the manor of Nottor§ir

Richard created Woolley Pafidarkham 1979, 4)

SirwA OKF NR 222RNR@ZSQa RI dzZAKGSNE . $1548Nih iI6BHEnkingk NNA SR
Woolley with thefamily of the great estate of Wentworth Woodhouse. Francis Woodr(e1618)
(greatgrandson ofSirRichard) acquired the adjacent Manor of Notton in 1556 expanding the estate

further (Markham 1979, 4). In 159Bis son, anotheFrancis/Noodrove sold Woolleytogether with

the estates of Notton and Cold Hiend)égr £6000(equivalent to£830,000 in 201 7p hiskinsman

Michael Wentworth(c.1570-1641) (greatgrandson of Sirhomas Wentworth and Beatrice

[Woodrovd> Y I Nl Ay3d GKS SyR 2F GKS 222RNR@SQa yR adl

3.3 Chronological history of the designed landscape
3.3.1 15991696

Following the purchase of the Woolley estate in 1599, MékVentworth(c. 15481641)instructed

the leading cartographer of his day, Christopher Saxton, to complete surveys of the three manors he

had obtained: Woolley, Notton and Cdtiendley.{ | E(i 2 Yy Q& 6 NA (i doBuherdstieENIIS & 2 F
Woolleyestatewithin which thedemesnetotalled 397a 2r 7d 1p [d, dayworke is a measure often

used by Saxton in surveys] (apprd&1 hectaresr 1.6 knt) (LUSC /25). Almost two thirds of this

fryR A4 RSAONAROSR a LI &Gdz2NB oOF LIINRPE® wpn | ONBaU
O21LJaS 2F @&2dzyd GNBSa8 oOFLIINBE® pn FONBAaOST 6622R 6
[land cleared of trees to be cultivated for either pastural or arable use] (approx. 21 acres) or arable

(approx. 7 acrespBy comparison, the area of the paakd garderunder consideratiorin this report

isapprox. 240 acresapprox.97 hectareor 0.97kn¥), 60% of the demesne lamdcordedin 1599

(Figure ).

In the absence of a 16itentury plan of theestate,it has not beerpossible to mamamed areaso

precise locationsthe exception beinghe original hall ané coney warrenThe originalmanor house

built by the Woodrovesvasidentified by Coxon (Clerk of Works for the estate from 1892 to after

1925)as having beelocated adjacento but southwest of the extant hall (LUSC /M48g also

stated thatanancientconey warrerwasA y |y | N@de Pair>f foSKRA O/K 61 a RANBOU |
the hall as identified on the 1749 surv@sigures? - 4). The presence of &oney clappeida warren

specific to housing breeding does and their offspridgf G KS wmT n ¢ HiirdePakRdzS St &
supports this assertion. f 42 = (i K&se Padl 9a 35 in W42 NNBa L2y Ra 6AGK {
Whe Conye Parlgasturel18a 3r 7d 2pn 1599. Godfrey I\fecorded the warreras being within

Whe Rake@ah arear R2+ OSy (i Hops&kPa®l & & S T ¢ ¥ NIogetherythéddala Mc U ®
suggests thathis substantial stacture extended some distan@ong the south side of theark



Early estate improvements during the 1610s saw the coney warren relofratedhe parkto
Staincross wastes some distance from the main estaltést alegal Grant of Free Warren was
awardedby the Crowrin 1616 (LUSC /18/1Ry the 1630s, Michael was openly discussing building a
new residence. His friend and relative Sir Thomas Wentw@883-1641) Earl of Strafforaf
Wentworth Woodhouse, wrote to him in 1634 warning of the perils of house building:

If you builde a new house, remember that | tell you, itt is a matter whearin you may showe a great
deale and a great wante of discretion, itt being nothing so easye a thing to builde well as men take itt
to be, that knowe it not, and therefore att your jledooke well aboute yo(Wentworth 1893, 6).

Clearly taking no heed of this warning, Michael wrote to &R I 'y 2 ¥ KARomyB6é K2YS WY
newe house at Wolley where | would be please to see you befor@ldge2 Sy (1 6 2 NI K My o I |
likely that Sir George Wentworii599-1660)assisted his elderly father, Michaglho by this time

was in his late 80s, in the construction of this highly fashionable house with Flemish gables, possibly
unique in Yorkshire at this time. Michael died only a few years after completing thevhadhthen

passedhrough two subsequent generations of the family before coming into the possesshis of
greatgrandson, William (18¢1729).

3.3.21696- 1729

¢tKS SINIASald ARSYGAFTASR RSLMAOGAZY 2F (KS KIFffQa
William was the owner (Wakefield Historical Publications 1979;5)3%he hall at tis time retained

the basic Hplan of ¢. 1635 with an extension built onto the east side and the assumed chapel on the
southwest cornerTo gain access to the hdlliring this periodvisitors pasedthrough an ornate

gateway decorated with a Flemish gable, reminiscent of the stonework of the hall, and into an
enclosed courbn the south side of the buildin@utbuildings backed onto the right of icourt,

whilst compartmentalised gardens were laid out beyond the wall to the Téfbugh details are

sketchy in the drawing, two, possibly three, waltgtdens araligned northsouthandlinked by
gateways decorated with bdfinials. A two or threestorey summerhouse with a hip roof

surmounted with a ball finial occupies the northwest corner of $heondenclosedareaand clipped
plants are seeteyond

In addition to the topiarised shrutshown by Buckauriculas are known to have been grown at this
time. In wrrespondencébetween Thomas Petre (d. 1729) (a roman catholic priest to the Waterton
family at Walton Hall) and Dr Richardson of Bierley Hall (a leading botanist in the north of England)
there isdiscus®n of theongoing exchange of plants and segalsd specificalhuriculaplants

between the two men and the gardener of Woolley Hall (Nicols 201533336). Petre wrote:

L KIS &a2YS 062fR ! dzNAOdzf Qa4 NI} AASR FNRY aN) 2Syiyg
freely command; but | beg, dear Sir, that you would not give yourself the trouble, unless you think
them worth fetchingAugust 1¢h, year unknown).

I have lost most of my best Auriculas and-flolyers. The Woolley gardener lately bought me some
Auricula blossoms, some whereof were, he said an exchange from your garden, and if any such, or a
few layers, can (with your convenience) be spared, thép&ihighty welcom@April 1ah, year

unknown).

Since Petre is thought to have died in 1729 sthexchanges must have been prior to this time.



William was activat this timedeveloping the parkAccountsin the archivedentify substantial
financialcoststhat relate towalling within the parkA bill covering a period frorh70921, records

John Thickettbeingpaid £155s 7d for work relating to the collection of stone and walliwgh £34
Mna nR aLISOx T ANDI(BUSE@ /15MhilstR sepaalutidated bill documents

payment of £4 19s 6d to Ro: Wade for work on the park walls and £9 4s 0d to John Thickett for 184
days work also on the park wa(lsUSC /15)n 1715 4he aose wall¥8r (approx.400m)at a cost of
£1910s 0dI- y fRe pértition wall betweeritle Field and Milne C&r ¢apphdk. 300mjt a total

cost of £15 0s 0d are recorded (LU3$8). Furthermore, i was said during a lecture delivered by Mr
Wells, head gardener at Woolley during the early 20th century, that Wihladplanted many trees
during 1720jn particular copper beeches (Wakefield and West Riding Herald, August Fatid)y,

' 3F NRSYSNRa oAfft F2NJ GKS LISNRA2R al &-penmymails 2 Wdz
and 700 4penny nails, as well as a pair of garden shdddsSC /15).

Intriguingly, @counts froml7241726 also mention #athingroont}bathhouse?jand of aPark
House containing a staircase awew Parlou€lsummerhouse?] (Markham 1979, 24Nothing moe
is known of thesestructures William died in 1729without issue, leaving the estate to his-géar
old nephew GodfreyWentworth | (17051789).

3.3317291789

Within the two-year period 1729731, Godfrey inherited the Woolley estate from his uncle

William and Hickleton Hall, near Doncaster, from his grandmother. Of the two, he chose Hickleton as
his principal residenceebuilding the halthere 174548, whilstthe Woolley estate forrad a major

source ofisincome.A survey of the Woolley estate completed by Scot in 1 pé8sibly instigated

by the drafting of a deed of separation between Godfrey | and his wife Dorothy in the same year
listedthe demesndands to cover an area of 195a2p (half the acreagdisted in 1599 and 8@%o0f

the siteconsidered in this repoy{LUSC /M49Figqures 24).

The terraces, compartmentand summerhousaletailed on the 1749 plaoorrespondwith those

depicted by Buck in hi720sketch suggestinthe basic structure had remained largehtact during

those three decadedn 1765Godfrey lappointed James Brindley, tlesteemedengineer and canal
builder of the time, to extend Woolley Dam, whiigsituated on thefar east side of the estate, to

cover an area approximately three times greater than the original body of waiece there is no
obvious financial gain to extending the dam, it might be assumed that the project was undertaken to
enhance the aesthetics of the estate.

Although absent from Woolley, Godfrey | made provision for the gardens to be maintained by the
gardener George Brown of Woolley (LUSC /443niagreementdrafted at Hickleton andated 12th
October 1771, Brown agrees to:

X200dzLle F2NJ KA&A 26y dza yR o0SySTAG Iff GK2&S 3k N
which the said George Brown doth agree to keep in perfect orderariel]y the gravel walks, the

bowling green, the clipt hedges and the evergreens, and the wall trees pruned and nailed and shall

renew the same with young plants when they require it and shall leave the same in such order and
condition as aforesaid when ever lmay happen to quit the occupation of the said gardens either by

his own choice or that of the aforesaid Godfrey Wentworth he is also to keep the court before the hall
R22NJ Y246y YR NRffSRUSEKEHY Al YI & NBIljdzANBE AdX
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An allowance of 10 loads of manure was provided to Brown gratis every year for the upkeep of the
gardens, after which he was required to pay 4 shillings a load (LUS@r&ye materiabf

accounts from 177&lsorefers tothe creation of a fishpondEQ2 12s 0y the locationremains
unknown(LUSC /15).

In addition to maitaining and enhancing the estat€odfrey | took every opportunity timcrease its
acreage acquinng sizabletracks ofland around Woolleyillage In1733 heacquiredthe Elliestate
and in 1783e purchased for £7,500e substantialestate held by the Prince famjlwhich included
Mount Farm located in the centre of the villag&Valker 1924278, 281) By this timg1783) he

held the entire township with the exception of a small area retained by the neighbouring Bretton
estate. Godfrey | died in 17&%ed 84 yearkaving Woolley and his sizable fortune to hisy&ar

old grandson Godfrey Wentworth Armytaj€17731834)

3.3417891825

During the period between 1749 and 1809, subsia changesvere made toboth the garden and
park The formal geometric garden situated on the western side of thedrallthe courts to the
southwere completely removedndthe park extended around the southern and westéanadesn
the fashionablestyle of the picturesquéwhilst the area of the park had been extended on the
northern boundaryHome Farnmand a walleckitchen garderwere alsoconstructedduring this time
Whetherit wasGodfrey lor his grandsorodfrey lithat was responsible for thesalterationsis
unclear, butcertainlyGodfreyll made substantial changes bwth the hall, parkand gardensluring
the 30-year periodthat he residel at the estate

Following their marriage in 1794, Godfrigand Amelia moved to Woolley Hall (LUSC /M&#xyre

5). Within the year, he attained his majority and immediately commenced a major programme of
alterations to the hall and groundbkat would extend over three decade&n insurance policglated
1806 refers to theange of outbuildings east of the hall, indicating thagyhwere still present at

that time. They wouldhowever, soonbe replacedwith two new stable bbcks The north stable

block was the first to be constructegrésent by 180Bwith the smaller second blodbeing finished

c. 1810(Figure6). Plantationswere grownon the north, east, and south sidesthe stablego

obscure these newbuildings from the park.

Godfrey Il commissioned John Webb (172%B28) an architect and landscape designer renowned for

his picturesque landscapes to draft plans for the garden and pleasure ground. Born near Derby,

Webb initially trained under William Emes who had been the headayeer at Kedleston Hall in

Derbyshire, before setting up his own business in 1793. He worked principally in the Midlands and
Cheshire, though he is credited with designing Thrybergh Hall near Rotherham1@ga®ich is

2yt@ Hn YAESAa FTNRY 222ffS843phQl I ftf2NFy FyR 22dzR3

2560 Qa Ldia 18 Kand anticipating the rerouting of the two public highways (completed
c.1818), outlines an extended park cast in the picturesque aesthetic (LUSC /M65). The layout is
informal with open areas of grass and groves of trees, with an irregular body of (k&dare 7. In

the plan,anaccess route lirkkwith the turnpike road at the northern end of the dam, bringing
visitors through the park to the hall from the northeast. A secoadiagewayenters the park from

the southeast at the junction between New Road and the altered turnpike ro#furdhand final
approach from the south provides access$tith Home Farm and the hall. A drying area surrounded
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by plantation is positioned southeast of thew north stable block. The southern tip Boolley

dam extemisinto the park, dividing into two heads of water. The north bank of the irregularised
water is surrounded by plantation, whilst the southern bank is open with only isolated trees. The
park itself is also open with groves, clumps and specimen trees, thartgient treelined avenues
having been removed.

An unsigned, undated second sunshowsthe new north stable blockouilt by 1809)%ut nat the

south stable (thought to have been built in 1810YSC /M69Markham,1979, 45)However the

illustration of the bay window on the west sidef the hall(alterationc.17961807)and the portico

of the southfagade(remodelledc. 1810), which are akentfrom the Webbdesign suggess a date

around1810 andbefore the rerouting of théVoolley-Notton roadaround 1818Compared to

25000Qa LINPLRAIfYT GKAA 2yS Aa O2yFAYSR (2 GKS | NX
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providing privacy. The park is open with fewease generally in small clumps and isolated specimens

with a fence or hé&ha appearing to separate the boundary plantations from the péhe two tree

lined avenues within the park are retained by the designer, but an artificial lake has been included in

the plan at the southern tip of the avenue running negbuth.

Whilst neither proposal was fully implemented,naponentsappear to have beetaken from them.
Works undertakerat some poiniincluded the construction of a lengthy e running along the
northside of the garden, across the back of the hall and wrapping around the stable blocks. This
allowed the park to be admired without ugly fences spoiling the view, whilst livestock, pasesésly
were kept away from the hall and gardéerne fishpondsy theoriginaloutbuildingswere backfilled
and fields on the northern boundary were brought into the park. The two-lireed avenues were
preservedand some isolated specimenmsmnants of those earlier field boundariesere retained.

In addition,two small circular grovesere developed.

Two public highwaysonerunning along the southern boundary atite otherthrough the park to

the east were diverted removing awkward bends and allowing expansion of the park in both
directions Figure 4). The Woolley to Notton road running easest was straightened and moved
further south bringing a plantation into the park and providing family with greater privacy from

the public highway i K S I LJG Néw Rgd@YHe Rrecke date of this construction work is
unknown but must have been around the same time as the turnpike was rerout&818. Watson

and Pritchett submitted designs for an ornate lodge and carriage gates dateddr@his approach
though there is no evidence to suggest that these designs were executed (LUSC /M26). The rerouting
of the Wakefield to Sheffield turnpike, undertaken at considerable cost to Godfrey Il, with a financial
contribution of £700 from the Turnpike Trustees (MEJG001530), had the effect of shortening and
straightening two sections of the road whilst pushing the thoroughfare further east, thus increasing
the area of the park adjacent to the hall (LUSC /25). This alteration to the highway necessitated the
entrance lodge to benovedandthe approach to be extended new ornate Sheffield Road lodge

was designed by Jeffry Wyalater Sir Jeffry Wyatvill¢he esteemed architect of his day who would

go on to redesign Windsor Castle KingGeorge I\(Figure8). Set into the curving curtain walls, tall
gate piers were built supporting the Wentworth Gryphon with ornamental cast iron gates for both
carriages and pedestrians;istodgewas designed tannounce to visitors that they had arrived
somewhere significant.



The official opening in 1818 of the new turnpike was combined with the celebrations for Godfrey Il
coming of age and is recorded in the book of lithograptemissioned by his father froAgostino
Aglioandpublished (182) (section 4.7.1)In oneimagea splendid horse and carriage procession is
shown bringing guests along the new road and into the park for the festifigare9) whilst

another illustrates the temporary ballroom erected for the occasion (WYAS WYW 1884/5).

One of the major periods of transformation of tlgardens angharkwasduring thethree decades
whenGodfrey Iwas seated at Woolley'he opportunity for further embellishmeritowever,ended

with the financial crash that resulted in the collapse of the banking house Wentworth, Chaloner and
Rishworth. Godfrey Il was forced to sell Hickleton and a large portion of the Woolley estate, whilst
Woolley Hall was sold privately to his eldest son, Godft€Zlarkson 1985, 16%5). Godfrey Il

passed hisemainingyears at his residence in London.

3.3518251947

Descendants of the Weéworth family continued to live at Woolley Hall for the next 120 yehiris
likely that following the demise of the family fortune in the 1820s, Godfrey Il (1838%) did not
have financial revenue to undertake substantial groundwadmparable to those of his fatheThis
is also reflected in the decrease in employed gardeners from five to #trdes time During the
decade 18391849, the stream running alorgart of the southboundary of the park and into the
dam at the southern tip was developed into a picturesque woodland stream with pools and
cascades. Given tlgeographicaproximity and contemprary construction datef the earliest
known boathouse (built d837-1851), it is conceivable that walks through this mixed planting
wooded area connected with the dam and the boathousethe bridge traversing the turnpike road
at this point

With the arrival of industrial scale coal mining in the area during the 1&8868s and coal being
extracted from under the estate, the family revenues improved. It is during the 1860s that formal
terraces, which remain in existence today, weomstructedin the garden west of the hall. During a
lecture delivered in 1907 by Mr Wells, the head gardener of the time, he referred to the laying out of
the terraces and gardens 40 years previously by unemployed miners (Wakefield and West Riding
Herald, 31 August907). After the announcement in 1861 of a 20% cut in pay, miners at Woolley
Colliery went on strike. The colliery refused teemploy striking miners, bringing in new men from
outside of the region. It is likely that Godfrey Il used these unempltyadmen as a source of

cheap labour, whilst giving them a source of income, to construct the garden under the instruction
of his head gardener, Mr Ushemnd his small team of two other gardeners.

Substantial levels of tree planting were taking place during the 1860s. An order placed with Mr

James Smith of Darley Dale Nurseries in Matlock, Derbyshire, during February 1865, requested 1000
Italian poplar of 3 feet, 3000 larch of 3 feet, 1000 spruceffB feet, and 1400 scotch fir of 3 feet

(LUSC /118). Unfortunately, as tdeotch for§]sic] were considered too small, additional spruce

FYR LOGFEAFY LI2LX N 6SNB &dzLlLXas|&dge asfcauNDbefouBd> | FAY | €
1400 Italian poplar and 3000 larch. A request was made that these 6400 trees, which were to be

used to repopulate the plantation, be trenched into the ground until planting could be completed.

The following December (1865), 1000 scotch firs not less 3feet high (presumably those that

were deemed too small during the previous winter) and 500 Spanish chestnuts the same height

were purchased from Smith. Unfortunately, when the Spanish chestnut arrived a month later, they
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were deemed too large and declined. It is notable that these were destined to repopulate an earlier
plantation site, but the exact location remains unknown.

On the death of Godfrey Il in 1865, Woolley passed to his eldest son, Gbd(l€3291899).

Alterations within the gardens appear to haleenfew and relatively minoat this time but the

guality of the flower gardens and plants within the glasshowsei® upheld During a visit to the

garden and conservatoriesby theS & i wA RA Yy 3 b ind8vN3pleridid speranens @ OA S i @
Ficus carieffig tree], Ficus elasticgubber plant] and a fruitindgluso paradisiacfbread fruit tree]

were observed (Wakefield Free Press, 1 August 1874). In 1883aiuten Societwere conducted

0 K NP dz@iendivi ringeés of glasshouses and conservafories @ G KS KSR I NRSy SN

Noticeable were a large houseful of calceolarias, beautiful alike in colour, in marking, and in health, a
splendid plant otephanotis floribund@Madagascar jasminefrained along the roof, gloxinias,

ferns, orchids, together with a host of other fine foliaged and flowering ptafvéakefield Free

Press, 30 June 1883).

Among the fruit noted to be growing were abundant crops of grapes, peaches, and nectarines.

Whilst in the terraced garden conifers, rhododendrons and azaleas were observed (Wakefield Free

Press, 30 June 188%eturning to the park in 1897, members of thaxton Societgdmired veteran

chestnut trees within the park, one of whighg & ol NBf & &LJI yySR o6& (KS SEI
DA a \WakeflddExpress, 14 August 1897).

On his death in 1899, Godfrey IV remained single and without an heir. Woolley passed briefly to his

aged sister Anne (182¢901), then to another sibling Catherine Mdiy341915) During this

period the former head gardener Mr Hudson left the estate and was replaced by Mr Thomas Wells,
presumablybeingemployed by Catherine when she inherited the hall. It was under his leadership

that the number of gardeners tending the gardensreased wittrseven being recordeddr Wells

recalled during a lecture a number of years later how heé @2 y @ StinIpIScR frowt a howling

wilderness, to a veritable floral paradise, which now attracts large numbers of botanical experts and
gardening enthusiasts from all parts of the coutiry 6 2  { STASt R YR 2Said wWARAY
1907).

In 1905, visitors were fortunate to view the many deer within the park (Wakefield and West Riding
Herald, 29 July 1905). Two years later Baxton Societyeturned for a further visit, this time
marvelling the:

XR2dzofS 0S32yAla IyR O2Nli2yasz 3Ift2NAR2adzyraz O& Of I Y
LINEGSR | FTAYS aK2g3I 5 2WwRd) padsied, Gibdplariy, inardueréttBis’et® dzf | NI &
a touch of the orientalism being given to the front of the hall by a number of flower tubs, while even

the festoons worked around the borders on the front lawn were exceedingly pretty and effective

(Wakefield and West Riding Herald, 24 August 1907).

¢CKS LI NIe fSTi O2YLX SYSydGAy3 aNtaanSthbd efualRgfori KS 3 NI
many milesarourd 02 F { STASTR YR 2Sa0 wWARAY3 | SNIX¥fRXZ Hun
accomplished gardener, Wells was also regarded as an expert and renowned carnation grower,
AyOfdzZRAY3 (GKS alftYlFrAazy OFNYFGA2Yy I 3IAGARdEg £ SOG dzh
Herald, 22 August 1908; 8 July 19Wljhough Catherine, was a subscriber to iNakefield
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Amateur Tulip Societyt 9071908 (now known as thé/akefield and North of England Tulip Society
WNETS), and it had recently been agreed byr t@mmittee to permit professional gardeners to
exhibit, there is no known evidence to suggest that blooms from the Woolley estate were prize
winners (Wakefield and West Riding Herald, 31 August 1907; WNETS).

During the 1910s, Woolley was famed for a bower supporting the rose Dorothy Ruvkgibly

describing the festoons along the west garden lavliesawardwinningold-fashionedpink, semi
doublerambler was a relatively new rose, having been introducgdibkson and P&mns in 1901.

The gardens were also celebrated for th@itensive ferneries and peach houses (Wakefield and

West Riding Herald 24 August 1912). Nothing is known of the ferneries, but a book of flora around
Wakefield published 1867, recordé&ystopteris fragilifBrittle Bladder Fern] to be growing at

Woolley. Its presence was explained as the specimen having been taken from a rockery [fernery?] in
the garden (Gissing 1867, 4Fhe locatiorof a rockeryor ferneryis unknown butis possible that

this was located within the woodland wadkea developed 18391849

hy /FTOKSNAYSQa RSIGK Ay mopmpI GKS SaidlasS o1 a AyF
[Withington] Wentworth (18611936), and finally to his sdvlichael Wentworth EwarfWwithington|

Wentworth. During WWI, in addition to the head gardener and foreman there were four men and

two boys caring for the grounds. In later years, one of those boys, George Coateswaaa3p.

would recall working in the four vineries and four peach houses and cultivating the many other fruit

types including melons (Markham 1979;:5B). Little is known of the gardens during this early part

of the 20th century, though the park was ploughetd turned over to agricultural use during the

war (Bradford Observer, 23 July 1947).

Woolley Dam was leased to the enterprising Arthur and Ernest Sergeant brothers in the 1920s, who
in turn hired out boats, provided swimming facilities and supplied soft drinks, sweets and cigarettes
as well as donkey rides to the paying public (EIli&88, 163). With the focus of tHmusinesdeing

at Mill Farm on the east bank, the area became a popular recreational site visited by locals as well as
people from as far as Wakefield and Barnglgurel0).

3.36 194 7-present time

During the late 1940s the Woolley Estate was broken up and sold by the last of the Wentworth

family to reside at the hall. Ownership of Woolley Hall passed from Michael to West Riding County
Council in 1947. Five years later, and under the leadershipegbiineering educationalist Sir Alec

Clegg, Chief Education Officer for the Country, Woolley College opened as a residasetiaicie

training centre for teachers. Advocating a role for the arts in education, Clegg was also a founder of

the teacher traiing collage sited at the adjacent Bretton Hall which opened during the same period.

On the retirement of Clegg in 1974, there was a desire to commission a commemorative sculpture

by arenownedlocal artist and Henry Moore was approached (HMF/ Sarginson). Following an
HospitablevisR 6& a22NB (2 222ftSe 1ttt /2tfS3S RdzZNAy 3
W LIINRIKG a2iA0S b2dHQ 6Fa& YIRS o6l aCk alNNRA2GGO ®
on the lawn southwest of the hall and remained there until it was returned @i in November

1978 Figure 11) (WYAS WYW 1673; HMF/Hoglands). At around the same time a bronze by the artist
James Tower was on display within the grounds. The terraced rose gardens are recorded at the time

of the sale of the hall in the 1940s (Bradford Observer, 23 July 1947),éim#yge of Upright

Motive No.2 within this area of the grounds suggests a simplification of the géodeave taken

11



place in theprecedingdecades After the college closed in the2000s, the hall became a wedding
and conference venue but in recent years it has stood empty. In September 2025 Wakefield Council
sold the property to an undisclosed buyer.

Woolley Dam, which constituted a B&re crescent shaped lake at the time the estate was

dissolved, was sold to the National Coal Board (NCB). The lease of this recreational facility continued
until the decision was taken in 1951 to drain the lake on Heaitd safety grounds due to the

possibility of the dam failing and threatening nearby Newmillerdam (Bradford Observer, 17 August
1951).

With the decline in farmingluring the 1990sthe agriculturallandwithin the old deer parkwvas
redevelopednto a golf courseWoolley Golf Club opened in 1993espite the major change land
use, features of the old park have persisted. The positions of historic tree aveand® observed
I & W3rkitee &uiréntplantingRigure 12) and substantial sectionsf the haha remainintact
(Figure 13). The derelict east entrance lodge remaarg] asignificantsectionof the carriageway
from the east entrance now serves as an access tfBekicehouse remains extaand remnants
the stream and cascades persist, though these are relatively inaccessibtestingly,a pondnow
occupies the site of one of thencientfishponds

4. SITE DESCRIPTION
4.1 LOCATION

Woolley Hall is located next to the village of Woolleyniles south of Wakefield ar@mile north of
Barnsley

4.2 AREA

In 1599 the demesne totalled 397a 2r 7d 1p (apprasl hectares ot.6 kntf) and by1749the area
wasreducedto 195a 1r 7approx.79 hectares or 791,300%n The historic area of th&9th century
hall, gardens and parklanisi240acres &pprox.97 hectaresor 971,200n) (Figure 3.

4.3 BOUNDARIES

The northern boundary runs frothe northeasern side of Woolley villagat SE321 132to the
kennels at SE 328 133outh to SB30 135 then due easbtthe A61Barnsley Rogadhorth along the
A61 toMill Lane then along Mill Lanto Mill Farm axl then returning to the A61 via the outer edge
of Woolley DamCrossing the A61, the boundary continasngthe southern bank of thetreamto
SE 38 129, southto New Road, along New Road travelling west past HBamento SE323 12&hen
to SE 323 13Ghen west to New Roadhen north along New Roadhen right intowoolley Park
Roadto SE 322 131 and around tperimeter of thevicaragereturning to SE 321 132

4.4 LANDFORM

Woolley Hill lies at93 mAOD The west boundary (walled gardems the highest elevation at 01
m AODgradually slopingcross the siteastvardsto the lowest pointat 45 m AOD(Woolley Dam
and the Burrsjmax. slopeof 30%, with an average slope of 5%rth ¢ south there is littlechange
in elevationthrough the centre of thesite with amaximum height of 93 MOD(the kennelshand a
min height of 71 MAOD(Lodge Plantatiomecorded.

12



Woolley Hallies on Woolley Edge Roglsandstone These sedimentary rocks are fluvial in origin
Detrital, ranging from course to fine grad deposits.The east of the estateeést of the park
includingthe Burrs)have superficial glaciofluvial deposgfsand and gravellhe soil across the
estateis freely draining slightly acidic loamjth a loamy textureand of low fertility.

4.5 SETTING

Woolley is set within the wider area of the Nottlmgmshire, Derbyshire and Yorkshire Coalfighe
landscape is underpinned by generally low and undramatic, but variable hills, escarpments and
broad valleys. Numerous rivers arising in the Pennines flow through the area, generally west to east,
but often diverted by the escarpments into more northigh courses.

4.6 ENTRANCES AND APPROACHES
4.6.1South Approach

Thetwo earliest known records depicting Woolley Hall date from the first half of the 18th century
and both show two enclosed areas to the south of the hall. The outer court, probably a courtyard for
carriages, is accessed through a gateway frowad running eastwest Figurel4) (LUSC /M49).

Having passed through this gateway, visitors alighted from their carriage and proceeded through an
ornate second gateway, which architecturally mirrored the stepped gable ends of thedfalle
enteringan enclosed garden (Wakefield Historical Publications 19791383l Between 177,when
George Brown was contracted to keep 92 dzNIi 6 S F Rdud and rili&Qafdl- 1809 tisW

garden anccourtyardwere removed(LUSC /44, LUSC /M39)

By 1809the courtyard had gone anithere was a hewaccess route from the souith USC /M39)

(Figure 15). The new south approach brought visitors from th®olley to Notton roadthrough a
plantation, and along a 300m carriageway sweeping anticlockwise to arrive at the main entrance on
the south side of the halF{gurel6).

During the 1810ghe rerouting ofthe public highway running easwest across the southern
boundary of the hald NB | New8 Roa@This does not appear to have altered the position of the
south approach entrance. Today, this entrance forms the only access route to the hall.

4.6.2New Road (South) Lodge [Grade || NHLE: 1135528] SE 327 128

The 1809 estate map shows a pair of crudely marked lodge buildings on either side of the entrance
prior to the rerouting of the public highway (the proposed route being shown as a dashed line)
giving the appearance thfiesehaving been added at a later daeUSC /M39). An undated plan of c.
1809, on which changes to the road are also drafsdwsno lodge (WYAS JG00153e

implication beinghat there was no gatehouse at the south entrarmpréor to 1809and that the first
lodge was constructed around the time the road was rerouted during the 1810s.

2L a2y FyR t NAGOKS(( Eedoldf & deSgh fol-a loBgd ankl gasewad st A Gt S F
Woolley ParR Rl § SR My mn ® ¢ K Aigon peilé@riaipaid carriajeyg@ids aath piars O &
topped with ornate urns and double storey lodge positioned to the right of the gates (LUSC /M26).
l2f0Qa SadalasS LIXILyYy 2F mMyuwd FyYyR fFGSNI h{ YI LA NB¢
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the east side of the entrance is the larger of the two and shown with a markedly greater footprint
GKFY FLILISENR 2y I GSNYelispdiood).Lla o[ ! {/ «kamoT h{ HPpE

LG Aa dzyOft SIFNJ gKSUKSNI 0KS 21 daz2zy IyR t NAGOKSGUGQ3
on this site for two centuries and has probably undergone a number of alterations during this time.

The extant pair of small hexagonal single storey Inglsl with pyramidal roofs and caisbn gates

are extensively overgrown with ivy and encroaching shréigufe 7).

4.6 .3 East Approach

Theoriginaleast entrance was installed between 1749 and 1809 linking the hall with the old
Sheffield to Wakefield turnpike roaéigure 19. The turnpikean through theestate separating the
parkfrom the Burrs and Woolley Dam. Th@rk to reroute thehighwaywas completed by 1818 and
had the effect of shortening and straightening two sections of the road whilst pushing the
thoroughfareapprox. 130 neast, thus extending thkength of theapproach to the haknd
increasing the area of the park adjacent to the hall (LUSQFaR)re 4. Once named Sheffield
Road, today it is known dse A61 Barnsley Road.

Arriving at the new Sheffield Road entrance, visitors were brought along a curving carriageway of
approx. 920 mKigure8). At a point midway along the approach, carriages passed through a
plantation, which then opened out to reveal the sod#ttadeof the hall(Figure 13 (LUSC /M39).

4.6.4 Sheffield Road Entrance (East) Lodge [Grade Il NHLE: 1200715] SE 335 133

Thefirst eastlodgewas installed between 1749 and 1809 Yl a2y Qa oAfft RIFGSR ! d3
costsrelatedo @ KS t 2 NIOS MI23 ! [{ 2 & $he locwtipmis not stated, but it is likely
that it refersto the original east lodge={gure 13.

With the rerouting of the turnpike (1818), the earlier building became redundant, and a new

SYGiNI yOS 461 a NBIdANBR® WSTFNE 228 (i ShefietzdRoz@ (0 &6 SR (K
entrance lodge with ornamented casbn gates which permitted access to the park from the

turnpike Figure8) (LUSC /M27, IM29, IM67Ruilt to the designornamental arched pedestrian and

carriage castron gates were set into the curve of an outer wall. Concealed behind the southern

section of the wall was a four roomed lodge. Wyatt was paid £136 10s 0d in 1823 for his services,

and Machell [?] was paid Z8 10s 0d for the iron gates (Linstrum 1971, 14). The lodge and gates are

extant though in a ruinous state.

4.65 Bridges on the turnpike road

Bridges must have carried the old road ottes Seckar Dike at the north end of the dam and at the
point at which a second feeder stream runs from the park into the dam at the southern extremity.
Rerouting of the turnpikereplaced the section of road betwedhe two bridgesites andornate
stonestructureswere newly constructedto carry the road over thdikesc. 1817 (WYAS JG001530).

Located87 msouth of the east lodgehe bridgehad an ornamental balustrade forming a parapet,

GKAOK Aa Of SINX & ORigark $(WBASMYW 1884/Hy thefist dedadeoizd NI LIK ¢
20th century the fabric of this bridge was in a poor state of repair with a number of the turned

balusters being badly decayed and others having fallen into the stream below. Correspondence
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between West Riding Highways Committee and Catherine Wentworth concerning liability for
necessary repairs led to an agreement eventually being reached in 1909 between the two parties in
which Catherine agreed to take responsibility of the ornamentationA%/YG001530).

Today, evidence of the bridge seen from the road is limited to a change in the appearance of estate
wall; a section of dressed stone blocks and coping stones on the park side of thEnaradhe

highway, the presence of the bridge over Seckar Dike is less obvious, marked only by simple dressed
coping stones which cap the wall enclosing the estate. The east side of this bridge, when viewed at
distance from Mill Lane (on the dam side of thé1), has evidence of some of the original
ornamentation with vermiculated rustication of the stone arch within the bridge structbigufe

18).

4.7 PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS
4.7.1Woolley Hall

Woolley Hall [Grade II* NHLE: 1135534] SE 327 130 is constructed of hdmessxd stone, ashlar
dressings with a stone slate roof (Historic Englar@ure 19. The Flemish gables on the extant hall
are thought to be part of the original 17th century design. At the time of construction, they would
have been usual for Yorkshire, indeed, Markham believed that they would have been considered a
modern addition to ay mansion in England during this period (Markham 1979, 7).

The originalH-plan houseof ¢c. 1635orms the nucleus of the current Woolley Hati the late 17th
OSyildNE:Z |y SEGSyairzy ¢l & RRSR (2 GKS SIaid aAaRSs
side undertaken followed by a further extension on the west side during the second half of the 18th

century (Markham 1979, 21).

The greatest period of alteration was during 178807 when additionsvere madeon all sides of

the halland it is this structure that persists in overall size and character todey architectural
historian Derek Linstrum attributed some internal decoration c. 1796 to John Carr (Linstrum 1978,
83). It is entirely feasible that Godfrey Il was introduced to Carr by his fathaw Walter Fawkes

who had previously employed the artddt at both Hawksworth and Farnley Halls (Warldigitk

2013, 294). The architect, Bernard Hartley of Pontefract, drew up plans and oversaw the
modernisation of the hall c. 1798800. Unfortunately, the work was short lived with a significant
fire in 1806destroying much of the newly completed work, including a hallway, an organ and
staircase. Reconstruction work was promptly undertaken, including in the dining room and vestibule,
by the Wakefield architect Charles Watson in 1-80Alterations continued@ace with George
Woodhouse preparing drawings in 1814 for the remodelling of the south and west aspects of the
hall (Linstrum 1978; Markham 1979,-28).

At the same timethe Italian painter and lithographer Agostino Aghascommissionedo

undertake internadecaation of the hall Aglio, born in Cremona in 177#7adarrived in England in

1803 Prior to working at Woolleyhe had undertaken commissions fioescoes at Woburn Academy

(1808) and painting the lakes of Killarney (1810) (Newton 20@iially, Aglio createdrescoes of

Of raaAaolort LGFtALFY fFyRaOlLISa NBohihgwalls@held 2F /€ | o
drawing room The designs are documented in his book of lithographs published in [b8P321,

Jeffry Wyatt prepared a proposal for attaching a conservatory to the west front of the mansion
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overlooking the formal gardens. The design incorporated half octagonal bays at either end with
seating, underfloor heating and was sufficiently wide for a central flower bed or staging for the
presentation of pot plants along the length (LUSC /M66). Tasmever built.

4.7.2Pre19th century outbuildings

. dzO 1 Q &ketehsuggasts the presence of outbuildings to the east of the courtyard and enclosed
gardenon the south side othe hall These are more clearly seen in the 1749 survey by Scot as a

number of buildings loosely collected around three courtyards located east of the house. Whilst no
RSAONALIGAZ2Y 2F (GKSaS o0dzAf RAy3Ia 2NJ GKSANI Fdzy Ol A 2y
insurance policy of 1806 lists the outbuildings as

@I NYy Ay GKS FIENY @FNR YySIFENI GKS K2dzaS s6AGK Of 2071

©waA086 GAGK NIXQy3aS 2F aKSRa lyR 2FFAOSA [R22AyAYy13
FR22AYAY3 Ay (GKS aidlrofS 2HNRYXI BRR2WPSNXG Db OB B K dza §
021 OKK2dzaSsy O0O2¢6K2dzaSX FyR 2FFA0Sa Q2% HdzNA @F YAy 3

1979, 41).

These buildings were removed to make way for the two new stable blocks, which were constructed
€.180910, and were replaced by Home Farm (also known as Woolley Park Farm) built to the
southwest of the hall where it remains today converted into private residences.

4.7.3Home Farm (also known as Woolley Park Farm)

Home Farm (SE 325 130) was already in existence by 1809 at the site previously referred to as
paddock(1749)and located west of the 18th century orchafeiqure6) (LUSC /M39; /M49). Around
this time, two ponds were dug southwest of the farm and adjacent to where the coney clapper was
situated in the midl8th century. It is of note that thedeodies of watellie above the 16th century
water conduit(section 4.11.1)Both ponds are extant.

4.7.4Dovecote

Ly AYyadzaNI yOS LlfA0O& RNI FiSRove @0 20aMyO0B BRI KRAYNERI KA
originaloutbuildings to the east of the hall. With the removal of the oldbuildings and

construction of Home Farm, this was replaced with a new dovecote, an extardtowey building

constructed of hammedressed stone with a pyramidal roof [Grade 1l NHLE: 1200783] SE 325 130.

Now privately owned.

4.75 Stables

The two extant stable blocks northeast of the hall replaced the originduildings that preceded
them (Figure 6). The large t$haped north stable block [Grade Il NHLE: 1183580] SE 327 131 was
completed c1809 Amasonbill dated 1810ncludes various costs related to the constructafrihe
stablessuggesting that theouth stableblockwas completed the year after the nortilock[Grade I
NHLE: 1135535] SE 327 181YAS WYW 1888).

The Ushaped north stable block is a symmetrical two storey Georgian building with a central
02t 2yylFRSR OdzLR2fl OFNNERAY3a I Oft201 YR ¢SI iKSNDI
absent from the undated plans for the stable block (LUSC /M32)Madtham speculated that
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these might have been the work of either Watson aniidhett or Woodhouse (Markham 1979, 46).
The lineaysymmetrical two storey south stable has a mounting block attached to the front with an
arched dog kennel underneath (Historic England). The#idingswere converted into
accommodation for the residential college in the second half of the 20th centurgustegntlyare
unused

4.7 6 Ilcehouse

The icehous§Grade Il NHLE: 1313219] SE 334Wa&8 built near to the east entrance of the park,

suitably positioned to receive ice cut from the frozen dam. With the rerouting of the turnpike, the

ice store is now 120 m from the new entrance and occupies a more central position within the park
(Figgre60 @ ¢ KS FIF OG0 GKFG GKS AOSK2dzaS Aa akKz2gy 2y ¢t
estate map suggests that it was constructed in the second half of the 18th century or very early 19th
century. This is earlier than the construction date of 1820 stoae plaque placed by the ice store

in 2007 to commemorate renovation work.

This functional rather than decorative small, brick, domed circular building is oval in section with a
flat bottom. It is partially sunk and entered through an arched brick opening on the north side of the
structure with flanking walls (Historic Englan@l)wroughtiron fence surrounds the vegetation

covered domed structurejgure 20).

4.77 Boathouses

The first known boathouse is recordad being presentn the southeast bank of the daby 1851

0 h{ wveyediB4R2BID) (SE 337 13Fiure21a).Being® a Sy i 2y ieies188788, m¢ & dzNJ
map, suggesta probable construction date of between 1837 and 1851.pbissiblethat this was a

substantial structure as it is also shown on89Surveyedl891map. By 1904 however, it had been

NELX  OSR 6@ | ySg 02 GK2dzaS f 2Ol is&R08 FE3BK S y 2 NIi K
137 Figure 21b). This second structure was present by 1904 stilirecorded on maps in 194®S

H p ¢ isedBTB)but had gone by 193¢h { H pséd1988 &

4.7 8 Secondary Houses

Woolley Cottage (SE 322 130) and the Dower House-{p@s) (SE 326 129) are located west of the

walled garden and south of Home Farm, respectively, and are eXaptd 6). These houses were

occupied by several members of the Wenrth family at various times. By the turn of the 20th
OSyldaNE> 222ftftSe /20GG413S KIFIR 06S8S02YS | 062iKeé K?2dz
Coatesworth who, from the age of 13 years, worked at the hall under the head gardeners, Mr Wells,

Mr Gunson andr Yeadon (Markham 1979, 55).

Notably, a tredined walkway across the road from Woolley Cottage completed the route taken by
the family from the hall to St Peter Church, WoollEigfre 6). Thispath to the church continues to
function today(Figure 22.

4.8 GARDENS AND PLEASURBEIBIS
Christopher Saxton wrote in his survey of Wootleyedm p ddrpririis the site of the manor with

the gardens, orchardsnd courtes1 acreand1rodd 6 [ ! {/ KHpO® 5SaLAGS GKS
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description the survey does acknowledge for the first time the presence of a garden with the hall
dating from at least the 16 century.

4.8.1 Garden (west of the Hall)

The earliest known plan of a garden dates from 1749 and is thought to show an area that was
RSOSt2LISR 0STF2NB mMtHn O6[!{/ kandod ¢l 1Sy (G23SGKS
copy drafted in 1925 by Coxon of the original 1749 plan (LUSC /sld&}ailed picture of a

geometric garden emergeg&igure 14. In outline there are three adjacent roughly rectangular

sections running on a nortbouth axis. In the first (located furthest east) there is the halthe

1771agreement between Godfreyahd George Brownit is stipulated that the court before the hall

R2 2 NJ orSowrf addddlle@ LR2AYyGAy3 (2 (GKS LINBaSyoS 27F | I
knno® . Se2yR (GKS KIffzZ 2y GKS y2NIKBSkREaER y dzyl F

Thesecond section to the west of the h@lroughly rectangular in shape (approx. 160 m x 58 m) and

divided unequally into three further enclosed areas. The first compartment contains a summerhouse
GKFG OFly 0SS aSSy Ay 3IANBFGSNI RSGFAT Ay .twd| Qa RNJ
the other two sectionsnd the third compartmenits, notably, equal in size with the first. Téthird

open area may be the bowling green that is listed in the 1771 agreement. The final rectangular

section contains two terraced compartments linked by two flights of steps on the east side. The

larger of the two areas is an orchard enclosed with a belteggron the north and west sides. A

terrace running eastvest separates the orchard from a lower triangular terrace garden with outer

circuit path. Further west again is a paddock.

By 1809 the entirety of the enclosed garden had been removed and the parkland extended to wrap

around hall on the south and west sidésdure 23a). A haha now ran between the park and

pleasure garden, north of the hall and curved around the nevth stable block Figure 6) (LUSC

Kaou® ¢KS I NBI GKIFIG KIFIR pesSyegoid@l NRIF AE&ESNI 8 $f E K
irregular in shape, the survey suggests a plantation of trees and shrubs. At that time, the road

diversion had not yet taken place, and the garden had not yet attained it maximum area. Clearly

though planswvere in development with the position of the rerouted road and extended layout of

the garden being marked on the 1809 pl&igire 23a) (LUSC /M39).

Thirty years later the diversion of the road had been completed and the area previously occupied by

the old road taken into the pleasure groufigigure 23b) (Bl TA 575M)The footprint of the garden

by this time had come to resemble that of the preselaty hall. The internal layout of the garden

was, however, unchanged with a small area of plantation to the west and the remaining area

relatively devoid of features (LUS@13). Despite the lack of cartographical evidence for planted

areas, it is known that orders for decorative flowers and shrubs were being placed with nurserymen.

At A&dd 2F GKS LXFyha adzZdJ ASR o6& !'ffSy IFyR w23ISNA
Road, Pimlico and at Battersea) provides some insight into how they might have appearez2b1828

(LUSC /17).

Plants supplied in 1828:

September 6 Duindira prostiratd?] 9s 0d
Coronilla 1s 6d
October 2 Acuba japonicplapanese lauragnd PhyllugPhyllis?] 7s 0d
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December Chrysanthemum indica 4s 0d

Also sent were barrows of mould and work men for part days (LUSC /17). The total of the bill for
1828 was £4 4s 3d (equivalent to £285.61 in 20RI@nts supplied in 1829, man§ whichwere
stated to be for Miss Wentworth:

February 2 Jonquils [daffodil] 2s 0d
March 1 Rhododindron 2s 0d
1 LauristinugViburnum tinus] 2s 6d
1 Rose and 1 Sweet Briar 2s 3d
2 Ericas and 1 Box 2s 9d
2 Ericas 2s 6d
1 Pot Chinese Primula 1s 0d
April 2 Lilac 5s 0d
2 Geranium 2s 6d
1 Wallflower 0Os 6d
May 2 large Geranium 5s 0d
4 Large Geranium 4s 0d
1 Large Jasminum Rivolutum 5s 0d
1 Large Rosa Bosso[#t 5s 0d
1 Large Cobea Scanddnsp and saucer vine] 5s 0d
1 large Waterloo Geraniuffia scarletflowered geranium] 5s 0d
2 Large Heletropefeliotrope] 10s Od
2 Mignonette[Reseda] 1s 0d
1 Passiflower Caerulia Racem@Bassionflower] 2s 6d
June 1 Cedun{Sedum?] 1s 6d
1 White Rocket 1s 6d
1 Pink 1s0d
2 Geraniums 2s 6d
July 1 Campanula Pyramida[iShimney Bellflower] 5s 0d
4 Large Irish Ivyj$lederahibernica] 6s 0d
September 2 Geraniums 3s 0d
November 6 Hyacinths (3 best, 3 second) 8s 6d
1 Pot Roots White Hyacinths 2s 0d

Again, included in the bill were pans [pots], barrows of mould, and copper wire with nails.
Surprisingly, men were also supplied each month for between one quarter and three quarters of a
day (LUSC /17). The total of the bill for 1829 was £11 8s 4.5d/ébeptito £774.35 in 2017).

It is of note that a fountain was located in the far southwest corner (SE 326 129) of the ornamental
westgarden Figure24a0 R dzNA y 3 (i K Sveyedl4951). Althofigh the evidenadl)
suggests the feature was short lived, this is interesting as it appears to be positioned o%éttthe
centuryconduit which supplied the hall with water, as shown on the 1749 estate(pktion
4.11.1)(Figure 4). On more recent maps from the 1960s the area is identified as a (@@8dational
Grid 1:1,250/1:2,500 resed1960)

As was fashionable in the mi®th century, Italianate terraces were created in the ornamentast
garden Figuires24b and 5). Laid out during the 1860s, possibly to the plans of the head gardener,
John Usher, the hard landscaping was reported to have been constructed using the labour of
unemployed miners (Wakefield and West Riding Herald, 31 August 1907). Albeit somewhat

19



neglected, the design remains clearly visible today. Whilst the terracing of the 18th century was
removed sometime previously, it is interesting that those constructed over a century later are
located inapproximatelythe same positios, possiblyfollowing natural contours in the landscape
The land across the garden and park gently sddgmam the west to the east (section 4.4).

Iron-work gates set into a stone balustrade located on the seudist corner of the hall gave way to
two flights of steps up to the terrace running in front of the library and drawing room (west facade)
(Artworks, UK). A path from this terrace, aligned on the easst axis of the hall, led into the
Italianate garden. First, the path descended into a sucken garden, then climbed glgss

crossed a wide, straight gravelled path running across the garden (souiin) before reaching a
fountain. After circling the fountain, the path continued between topiarised evergreens and led into
the final section of the ornamental garden.

The fountain [Grade Il NHLE: 1300539] SE 322 130, of which only the circular stone basin with raised
roll-moulded coping remain, is said to datelg951807 (Historic England). As the garden was
developed in the 1860s, it is possible that the date has been assumed, given the extensive
alterations that were being undertake within the grounds during the earlier period. Alternatively,

the fountain mighthave been positionedarlierelsewhere, possibly in the southwest corner oith

garden (see above) and moved to its current location during construction evai60s

The broad gravel path that traversed the gardenth-southjoined with a walk above the Haa

that provided the observer with unobstructed views over the park and beyond. At the turn of the
20th century, roses grew on poles and along rope swags bordeiisgitte grawel path Figure 26).
These were subsequently replaced with topiarised yew. A pair of urns on this terrace walk are
positioned approx. 50 m south of the fountain baftistoric EnglandGrade || NHLE: 1313243] SE
326 130. It has been suggested, due to their similarity with urns shown on a design by Watson and
Pritchet for a lodge and gate piers (LUSC /M26), that these were commissioned despite the lodge
never being constructed (Historic England).

The haha separated the garden from the park to the north, whilst a belt of trees and shrubs
obscured Home Farm to the west and extended round to provide seclusion from the south whilst
alsoproviding shady walk&Vhilst much of the garden today is laid to grass, the terracing,
stonework and contour impressions and outlines that remain provide a hint of the ornamental late
Victorianearly Edwardian Italianate garden that was once here.

4.9 KITCHEN GARDEN

The first documented evidence for a walled kitchen garden is in the estate map datedFig08 (

27a). It occupies the area referred to hew Crofon the 174%urveyand land that at that time

belonged to Mr Prince andbhn PenningtofLUSC /M39; /M49). The 1749 survey batdorecords

I ydzYoSNJ 2F SEOKIy3ISa 27T biodghfirto theprRio A Kdzkik y DSEK S Fé &
17789 (LUSC /25)n addition, 1 is known that in 1783 Godfrey | purchased the estate held by the

Prince family (Walker 1924, 278, 28lt)s possible that the land on which tk@&chen garden was

developed was acquired it¢ late 170s / early 1780s anithat Godfrey Wwasresponsible for its
constructionbefore his death in 178%Alternatively, it may have bedhe young Godfrey Il that

instructed the wall garden to be busbon after he inherited Woolleyrhe name of the architect

responsible for the design remains unknown.
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The 1809 plan shows a rectangular walled garden with a bothy and hothouse incorporated into the
north flue-wall and slip gardens external of the east, south and west walls. A yard adjacent to the
bothy contains three small buildings or possible frame stmgs (LUSC /M39). Beyond the yard is an
irregular shaped open garden area, whilst a belt of trees encircles the whole kitchen garden site. The
1839 tithe map offers no further insight into the layout of the walled garden but describes the site as
occupyirg an area of 42rOp (Bl TA 575 M).

Between 1839 and 1851he combinedbothy andhothousewas extended at the wesnd, an

additional smallerhothousewas addeckast of the main rangeanda fountainwasassembled in a

central positionwithin the walledgarden(Figures27b and280 6 h {veyed184&1884).

/| 2yaiGNHz0GA2Y O2yiGAydzZSR RdINAYy3I GKS mycna gAGK (KS
O N1LJISryote $nkitErial ¥equired for the refrains of a greenhd@se 6 [ | { / ixlikelyyovefer ¢ K A &

to alterationsbeing made to the buildingattached to the north walbr the construction of

glasshouses and frames in the yard beyond the north wall.

At the time the estate was broken up and sold in the 1948s kitchen garden walkeing leased for

the purpose of market gardeningldds show that in addition to the ornamental glasshouses and
fountain (which had ¥ his time beemmovedoff-centre andcloser to the glasshougange there

were 11 glasshouses and frames within the yard covering an area estimated at 3,300 square yards
(2,760 nd) (Figure Zd) (WYAS C533/290f these 11 structures, it is likelyateight were the four
vineries and four peach hous#dsat werebeing usedo cultivate fruitin the early 2@h century

(WYAS JG001530).

Most of the walls remain extant, but the garden has been infilled with private dwellings. A section of
the northwest corner of the wall has been removed and a road runs along the inside of the north
wall allowing vehicle access. The glasshouses have bewved, whilst the restored fountain

creates a decorative feature in one of the front garddrigifes B and 29). The bothy has been
converted to a private dwelling and yard infilled with additional housing.

4.10PARK AND PLANTATIONS
4.10.1The Park

No licence to impark land around Woolley Hall has been identified to date, but the Woodroves are

credited with creating a deer park. Through an agreement with Sir James Strangeways, Lord of

Notton, Sir Richard Woodrove (c. 144622) took a portion of comon land at Woolley and

SyOt2aSR Al Ay I LIN] 062Sydg2NIK mydoIfito® d Ly wmn
[wood] growing in the park to Gilbert Legh, indicating that enclosure had occurred sometime prior to

this agreement being made (Wentworth 1893,8): ND dzNJi 2 y Q& { 2 dzi fof17286 4G |, 2 NJ .
showsa park with palingst Woolley It is also notable that an area on the north side of the Burrs
f20FG6SR ySEG O BadiBkS Ry Yi RS (Molreadd, RintdiNdbtBelocation

of an historical gate within the deer park perime{@JSC /M4p

{FElG2y Qa8 6NRGGSY adzNBSe 2F mpdd LINEIJARFUSAKS SI N
125). Of note areWhe Dearé arke pastureQl1la 3r 9d 2pWheGreate Parke pasture(B3a, 2r 1d 1p,
Whe Cony®arkepasturel8a 3r 7d 2p Also listedWoodhowseroide<21a or 4d 3pWodrove
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Greate RidingpastureQl6a 2r6d 2p Wittle RidingMeadowe®ba 3r 1d0p, ‘Ryding spryn@a I 7d
2p. This suggests a park in exces$@Sacres

Saxtondocumented®he Conye ParkmastureQ 2 OOdzLl@ Ay 3 wmyT6hectddessoR H LI 0O | LIL.
77,000 m) suggesting the presence of a coney warvéthin the park(LUSC /25)t is believed that

this occupiedan area south othe presentday Home Farm and Woolley HEBE 325 129)ntil it was

relocatedto the Staincross wastds 1613 a distance 1.8 km south of Woolley Halthough the

rabbit warren was moved some distance from the hall, a coney clapper was retained within the
AYYSRAFGS SadlrasS FyR Aad HNFu3aR4 Rt thistme,ft Bufe@ d & dzNID €
an area of Oa 1r 38p (approx. 1,973)iut hadincreased tda 2r 13p(approx. 2,352rf) by the first

half of the 1%@h century (LUSC /25)it waslast documentedy Hislopin 1842within his surveyof

Woolley Park Farm [Home Farmjggesting that it subsequently fell infiisuse or was removed

entirely (LUSC /25)

By the mid18th century, thepark consistegbrincipally2 ¥ G KNB S SypperPaBRwW¥Y NS a T
Park) MilICar ParRdf note at this time are two straight avenues of trees wittdpper Pat .Q

The first running northwest of the formalestgarden for approx. 250 m in 1749 and lait@1904

230 m(OSH p ¢ NI @ A Eh&decomd dparthneast of the hall extending approx. 300 m in length in

1749 being reduced to 185 m by 19@4so noteworthy is an enclosed rectangular tree nursery

Of I 0Buisen@R WI MNJ nlLld 2y GKS wmtndg adNwBSe 20 G§SR |
enclosed area persisted at this site until at least the sale of the estate in the late 1940s though the

function over this period remains unknownhhe northern part of the park at this time considiof a

series of agricultural fields running noflouth (LUSC /M49). Over the next few years these would

be brought into the parkFigures 3 and @

Early in the 19th century, plans were in progress to improve the park with two desjgiodns \Webb

and another unamed beingcommissioned to submit plar{&igure j (LUSCM65, M69). Hements

of both designsnay have been taketut fundamentally neither was executed.feature that was
constructedwasan extensivena-ha that ran eastvest across the back of the hakeparating the

house and gardens from the padnd wrapped around the newly constructed stable blocks. The

two ancient tree lined avenues were preserved, and the park retained a largely open aspect. There is
no evidence of largscale tree planting having taken place with the park, with those thaewer

present appeangto be remnants of old field boundarieBigures6 and 12). It is likely that the

financial problems encountered by the family in the 1820s severely curtailed their ambitions to
landscape the park.

The onlysignificantalterationwithin the main body of the park (west of the turnpike roadtier the
tenure of Galfrey llappears to have beethe development. 183918490f an anamental stream,
with poolsand cascadesinning through the plantation running parallel to tbarriagewayfrom the
east lodge (section 4.13). An aerial photograph of the park in the early 20th century deyact
open area with few, typically isolated trees, and relatively devoid of featiigsie 3).

4.102 Mill Car Plantation

Wiill CarPlantation€X10a2r Op in 1749Yan along thenorthern edge of theconduit'stream linking
the ancientfishponds and Woolley Darkifjures 3 and 1)5(section 4.11.1)By 1809 a carriage drive
from the original east lodge had been cut through the area and additional plantir@y (3p) added
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at the west endThe plantation was redeveloped into a wooded area with ornamental stream and
cascades during the 1830840s(section 4.11.3)The change in use was reflected in the absence of
the area from the 1838 estate valuation book (LUSC /Bical of the picturesque fashion of the
time, the substantial tree and shrub coveragethis areainitially obscured Woolley Hall from the
view of 19th century visitors arrivirfgom the east entrance

4.103 Lodge Plantation

Wodge PlantatioR > FANR G NBO2NRSR A ¢r38p Figuedy. WithHE NS R |y | NX
rerouting of the Woolley to Notton public highway, the boundary of the park was pushed south and

west increasing the plantation to 6a3r38p with an annual value in 1838 ®8£01d (LUSC /25).

Again, thidree and shrub coveragaitially obscured Woolley Hall from the view of 19th century

visitors arriving the south entranc&oday, this plantation forms part of the south boundary of the

golf course.

4.104 Circular Plantations

Two circularplantationsof trees fFigure 13 were located within the parky 1810. The first was

located at the northern end of the trekned avenue running nortisouth. It covered an area of Qa

Op and the wood within this area was given an annual valuation 6@ in 1838 An aerial

photograph of the area taken in 1966 appears to show a stone qR@NVYYAS 1884/4). When the

32t F O2dNARS 61l a RSOSE2LISR Ay (GKS wmpdn&mandi KS FSI
withalotofston® o6 LISNX» O2Yd® aNh w20200G2Y0d ¢KS yI (dz2NBS
unclear, but it is possible that the site was quarried for building stone during the period of extensive
alterations (c. 180¢) and subsequent tree growth followed once the quarry fell into disuse.

The second circular plantation was positioned west of the turnpike rbaglife 1. Covering an
area of 0alr, 28p, the wood was given an annual value oD800d in 1838 (LUSC /28y c. 1839
this small plantation had been removed (Bl TA575 M).

4.11WATER
4.11.1Fishponds

A water conduit that originates west of Woolley village and flows east entering the estate at the

south-west corner is shown on the 1749 plaigure 3). Algny Sy & 2 F GKS mTtnd & dz2NBDSe@
revised1904map identifies a well and engine house at the source of the corfBligjtire 4. This

indicates that well water walseingmechanically pumped across the estate. Coxon recorded on his

1925 copy of the 1749 survey, that Francis Woodrove had laid lead pipe supplying the hall with

water in 1581 (LUSC /M45). It is highly likely that the conduit is the water supply construdbed in t

late 16th century. In addition to the hall, the conduit also supplied fresh water to thueetional

fishponds located ifpper Parkand southeast of the hafFigures 24) (LUSC /M49) (an area now

occupied by Woolley Golf Club, SE 329 130).

These three roughly rectangular ponds were linked to each other and with the conduit bynada
drains or channels. Water then discharged into a stream and Woolley Dam. The three water bodies
or vivariawere almost certainly artificially constructed for the farming of fish such as bream, pike,
roach, perch and later carp for the table. There also appears to be a fourth smaller, isolated pond.
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This may represent servatoriumor holding pool, sometimes referred to as a stewpond, where the
freshness of fish for consumption was preserved (Harvey 2002, 44). A fifth pond is shéhalh in
Greerisoutheast of the Hall. By 1809 all five ponds had been backfilled.

An aerial photograph of Woolley Park captured in 1966 reveals the presence of a small, indistinct
feature, possibly a siltedp pond or marshy are@VYAS WYW 1884/4)his site corresponds with

the furthest east of the three linked fishpoa@Figure 4). An OS National Grid Map from the same
period identifies a channel at the site from which water issues before sinking again and a drain (SE
329 130) (OS 1:1,250/1:1,2500 194®¥0s). The channel corresponds with the head of the ancient
stream shown ontte 1749 survey which connected with the one of the three fishponds (furthest
Stado FyR {K&ind NGZ NIV dassrilishipoddX furtkest west and abutting

the original outbuildings). A satellite imagéthe arearecorded in 1999 shows a pond to be in
existence (Google Earth, historic image). firigablethat the east fishpond was reinstated, albeit
likely through the exploitation of a naturally wet depressitirat now forms an ornamental water
feature by the first green of the presediay Woolley Park golf course (established 199&sible on
FHgure 12).

In 1778 Freeman was patd2 12s0d ¥ 2rheking a fishpon@ 6 [15){The precise nature of this
pondis unknown, but it is likely tbave beerornamental, and its locatiois alsounknown. Whether
short lived or not recorded, no pond is shown on the 1809 estate survey map (LUSC /M39).

4.112 Woolley Dam andVoolley Corn Mill

A water mill situated on the WoolleyNotton boundary (SE 338 136) has existed for in excess of 400
@8SINARZ LINRPoOolofe aAIYAFAOLyGfe f2y3ISN®millofANI yi 27
Wolvelay and with the watetourse and water belongingtothe safle 6 2 Sy G g2 NI K My o X
AY mMpTpkc UKS gAff 2F wA Ofelediard térd of KeSrdlhgvSat 2 T b 2 (G (0 2
Wolley Wattermyln®@ ¢ 9t f A200 mMphpyI mtnod ¢KS YAff F2N Y|y
the tenant corn miller in 1749 (LUSG)2but at some point, during the second half of the 19th

century it became a sawmill (LUSC /M52).

{FTEG2YyQa wmMpdd & dNIBEMINBT oBEADB2 2 ya KKSa AWIESNBESOGA 2
Seckar Dike and the tributary that links up with Bleakley Dike to the northwest. A small mill pond

and millrace serve the mill. It is of note that Seckar Dike had not been dammed at thi$. i€

/M48).

{02G0Q0a adaNBSe 2F wmTtngd Aad GKS FANRG (y26y NBO2NR
retained in a flooded region of Seckar Dike covering an arapmbx. 1.8 hectare§ 8,000 n3) and

approx. 256300 mawayof the mill(LUSC /M49(Figure 30a). Interestingly, the survey also records

- avYlFtt FNBIF 2F GKS . dzZNNHahingn$ote Mkripwen ofitfisParden. Y & I £ f

In 1765, the engineer James Brindley quoted for alterations to the mill and dam, though

consultations are reported to have started a decade earlier (LUSC /19; Elliott 1998, 177). In October

of that year an agreement was drawn up between the two confirntivag Brindley would clear the

ground to be flooded (north of the current dam extending it beyond the mill) and build a new dam

head of 6 yards broad at the top and 40 yards at the base and 2 feet above the water level, with

assurance of preserving the suppf waterto the mill¢ KS DSy G f SYI y@Qén1862, 3 1 Ay S>

24



194). It was settled that all works would be completed at a cost of £500 by midsummer day of the
next year (1766) and that Brindley would remain responsible for maintenance for one year after
completion. The work was completed despite a reported deterioraitiotie relations between the
two (Elliott 1998, 179).

A survey was undertaken in 1768, probably to mark the completion of the construction project
(Figure 3b) (LUSC /25). The new crescent shaped body of water covered 14a hppspx(5.8
hectaresor 58,000 n?) and was roughly three times greater in surface area than the original
construct. It extended to the turnpike road at the south end and stopped some distance short of the
highway at the northern point (LUSC/25), but by 1819 the northern extremity alen@ad as far as

the road (LUSC /25). In the absence of any clear financial gain from what was an expensive
engineering project (equivalent to approx. £47,500 in 2017), it is presumed that the work was
undertaken to create an aesthetic feature within therpa

During the second half of the 19th century and eadyt of 20th century the dam wasertainly

being used for recreational actiigs with an early boathouse record@usituby 1851 on the south
bank accessible by a footpath from thernpike road, which may have linked to paths in the

wooded areasurrounding the ornamental stream (section 4.11By 1904 thistructurehad been
replaced by a newoathouselocated on the north bankhere itremained until at least 18

(though dismantled or im state ofdisrepair by 1930)The Woolley estate leased tliam to the
Sergeant brothers in the 1920s, who established a popular recreational facility centred around Mill
Farm on the east bank, with boating and swimming facilities for the paying pElgice 10) (Elliot
1998, 163).

The National Coal Board (NCB) purchased Woolley Dam for £2,786 in 1949 when the estate was
broken up. Despite the overwhelming popularity of the site with locals, the decision was taken on
safety grounds two years later to drain the daRigire 32a). Civil engineering reports indicated that
should the dam fail, Newmillerdam, a village 1.5 miles north of the dam, would flood (Bradford
Observer, 15 August 1951). In recent decades there has been some reinstatement of sections of the
dam by owners of jivate properties on the banksf the old Woolley Dam, leading once again to the
formation of a substantial body of wateFigure 32b).

4.113 Ornamental stream, pool and cascades in the park

During the decade 18391849 an ornamental stream with pools and cascadesdeaglopedon
the southside of the carriage drive from the east entrance. This extended for approx. 470 m,
equivalent to half of the length of the drive to the hadtidure 6). The feature exploited the stream
that once linked thencientfishponds with the danfFigure 4. Water fed into an egghaped pool
from an area to the west. Flowing over a cascade, the water entered the mqdifigdected
stream, then flowed into a small circular pool with a second cascade before passing under the bridge
that carried the turnpike road and draining into the dam at its southern Yalksare showrnon
mapswithin this wooded and shrubby pleasugeound,and it is pobablethat theselinked with a
footpath on thesouthbank of Woolley Damd h {  ve§ed &84£BhlT). The presence of thieridge
carrying theturnpike road at this point raises the possibility tl@Eiunnelwascreated by the
structure linking the two areas and providing acciem the parkto the first known boathouse
(built before 1851) which was only a short distance further along the bank.
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This wooded area of mixed planting now forms the southern boundary of Woolley golf course.
Whilst overgrown and damp in places making access difficult, there is evidence for at least one of
the cascades still being in existenégy(re 33).
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Figure 2. Survey of Woolley Hall garden and park by Scot, 1749 (LUSC /M49). Reproduced with the permission of Cuitumal &all€alleries,
University of Leeds Libraries, Special Collections.




Key:

Yellow, area of interest
Pink, Woolley Hall

Pale green, formal gardens
Dark green, tree-lined
avenues

Brown, nursery

Orange, coney clapper
Blue, water bodies, left to
right - conduit, pools,
stream and dam.

Solid grey, public highways
Broken grey, entrance
carriageway and tracks
Broken pale green, field
boundaries on the north
side of the park

Red dots: left, St Peter’s
Church, Woolley, right
Woolley corn mill

Figure 3. Survey of Woolley Hall garden and park (1749) with key features of the 18th century marked (LUSC /M49). Reyittothecpdrmission of
Cultural Collections and Galleries, University of Leeds Libraries, Special Collections.
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Figure 7. Detail of a design for Woolley Hall by J. Webb, 1811 (LUSC /M65). Reproduced with the
permission of Cultural Collections and Galleries, University of Leeds Libraries, Special Collections.
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Figure. 8. A design for the east lodge by Jeffry Wyatt, 1820 (LUSC /M67). Reproduced with the permission of Cultuvak@oiteGalleries, University of
Leeds Libraries, Special Collections.
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WOOLLEY FARK.
o thie 13% ol Septt 1830,

Witk the precefiian speming of the new public road
Landon i e W W M B B e 27 AT S

Figure 9. Woolley Park with the procession during the opening of the new public road in 1818, by Agostino Aglio, puliBsigMWAS WYW 1884/5).
Reproduced with permission of West Yorkshire Archive Service, Wakefield.
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Figure 10. Woolley Dam before it was drained. Mill Farm (?) is visible on the far east bank.
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Figure 15. Plantations outlined on the 1809 estate map (LUSC /M39). Reproduced with the permission of Cultural ColttGalfesias, University of
Leeds Libraries, Special Collections.
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Figure 16. Woolley Park from the south approach by Agostino Aglio, published in 1821 (WYAS WYW 1884/5). Reproducedsiith pE¥irest Yorkshire
Archive Service, Wakefield.
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