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26th August 2026
Dear Mr Webber and Mr Simmonds
012/1892/2026 Middleton Lodge Estate - Felling Licence Consultation NZ 223 069
Thank you for your e-mail and apologies for the late response due to the original communication not finding the Yorkshire Gardens Trust Conservation and Planning sub-committee. 

The Yorkshire Gardens Trust (YGT) is a member organisation of the Gardens Trust (GT) and works in partnership with it in respect of the protection and conservation of sites included by Historic England (HE) on their Register of Parks & Gardens (RPG). In this case Middleton Lodge registered at Grade II. 

This response is from YGT.

Middleton Lodge, (listed grade II*, list entry number 1317085), was designed by John Carr of York and built between 1777 and 1780 for the barrister George Hartley with the grounds being laid out at a similar time. The Registered Park and Garden (RPG) of c 41.4ha consists of pleasure grounds, formal gardens, landscape park and walled kitchen garden.  This Felling Licence Consultation relates to Compartment 1E largely within the RPG and falls within the wooded pleasure grounds north/north-west of Middleton Lodge mansion. The small section of 1E woodland that runs a little further northwest as a peninsular towards The Farmhouse buildings and Forge lies just outside the RPG. Much of the compartment is used for vehicular parking with parking bays and vehicular routes of hard landscaping surrounded by the woodland. The fairly recent wooden reception building at the end of the access drive from Kneeton Lane, lies near the north-west corner of E1 within the RPG. 
We understand that there is an existing FL on this compartment (upon which we were not consulted), but due to recent windblow it is felt it is now time to clear fell and restock this area. The Consultation Details notes that there are a number of older broad leaf trees within this compartment that will retained – but we didn’t receive details in your original e-mail.  The area to be felled is 3.06ha consisting of European Larch, Norway Spruce, Ash, Sitka Spruce.  The restocking is proposed to be 80% Oak (robur and petraea) and 20% Scots Pine. 
In terms of the historic OS maps of the site, we note the following:
OS 6inches:1mile, Yorkshire Sheet 25 Surveyed 1854, published 1857 – There is a large open area in most of the central area of E1.  This is parkland with the ha-ha to the north-east and bounded by curving woodland on almost three sides with deciduous trees along the parkland perimeter and some scattered conifers.  It appears to be designed pleasure grounds woodland with walks/drive following a sinuous planting from the north- east elevation of Middleton Lodge mansion and curving round the north- east side of the Coach House/Stable block. 
OS 6inches:1mile, Yorkshire Sheet XXV.SE Surveyed 1892, published 1895

As above but the southern arm of the curve of the woodland in E1 has been planted up with conifers to the ha-ha. Group of 3/4 deciduous trees marked in the open parkland area just north of the new southern arm of conifers. 
OS 6inches:1mile, Yorkshire Sheet XXV.SE Revised 1912, published 1919

Similar to the above published 1895.  Group of four deciduous trees marked in the open parkland area.
OS 25inches:1mile Yorkshire XXV.15 Surveyed 1892, published 1893 and OS 25inches:1mile Yorkshire XXV.15 Surveyed 1912, published 1913. [https://maps.nls.uk/view/125624539] 
Similar to the above.
By OS 1:1,250/1:2,500 1944-1975 the whole of E1 up to the ha-ha is largely planted with conifers with several small groups of deciduous trees and some scattered deciduous trees. The parkland area has gone. [https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/#zoom=17.0&lat=54.45745&lon=-1.65676&layers=168&right=ESRIWorld]
Currently: The area to the north-east of E1 is now quarrying with a bund next to E1, so the compartment as it is planted now gives a noise and dust barrier between the works and the hotel.
On a site visit to E1, 20:08:26, when we only accessed the public/vehicular areas we noted:

In the small section of 1E woodland that runs a little further northwest as a peninsular towards The Farmhouse buildings and Forge just outside the RPG:  mature Beech (Fagus sylvatica), near the east side parking area. 2 semi-mature/mature Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) on the west side.

RPG area: Trees just north of Reception Area: Sycamore mainly young with an older specimen.  
Roundabout just south of Reception includes 1x mature Common Lime (Tilia x europaea), 1x Beech (Fagus sylvatica). There are some Oak (Quercus sp) and Beech in the nearby coniferous wooded area, but I couldn’t access to check the Oak sp. Further south on the we stern side is an old mature Sycamore and again a bit further south and east of the Coach House buildings is an old mature Sycamore on an ‘island’ in the hard vehicular landscape with another Sycamore to its east across the vehicular access, with a green spot.  E1 includes a large area of conifers with some windblow and a rather etiolated Copper Beech (Fagus sylvatica Purpurea) in what appears to have been the 19th/early 20th century open area.  There are mature Lime and Yew (Taxus baccata) at the southern end of E1 near the old service area of Middleton Lodge mansion.   

Assessment: Historically in the 19th century, Compartment E1 was part of the wooded pleasure grounds of Middleton Lodge with walks and a drive and views across the north- eastern parkland.  This changed gradually with the addition of a belt of conifers forming the southern arm of the curve of the woodland in E1 later in the 19th century and remained similarly, probably until the period between the two World Wars or during the Second World War, when replanting took place largely with conifers. E1 has probably been felled and replanted in more recent times but it seems likely that some of the hardwood trees still present now are from the much earlier period. 
24th August E-mail from Matt Simmonds in response to my queries: 
The estate plan to retain the mature hardwoods. The licence is only for the felling of the conifer and a small amount of ash. On site I saw mature oak, beech and lime that will all be retained. The green dots on the sheet are an example. The agent has indicated they will mark all trees to be felled with yellow paint. This may not have been done yet. In this case the person who has applied for the licence will be doing the work themselves so less cause for concern around the wrong trees being felled.

Oak could be both species, happy to advise the estate if you have any preference. I haven’t discussed planting patterns with the estate, again if you have any suggestions/preferences let me know. All trees to be planted will be whips which are usually 30- 60cm in size.

Advice: Middleton Lodge is now a high-end hotel and leisure business with considerable demand for vehicular parking and access and quarrying taking place immediately beyond compartment E1 to the north-east.  Presumably the felling work will need to be undertaken in stages.  
Thank you, Matt, for your answers to my queries.

In order to retain some historic integrity and ornamental planting that will enhance the public areas, we recommend that there is a survey of the hardwood trees and they are retained and the planting in their vicinity where possible, strengthened with further trees of the same species.  In general, the restocking should be in groups, well-shaped, well sized and well-related to each other so that as the trees grow they form a fine planting. 
You have not mentioned the Sycamore but in view of the age of the specimens in E1 we advise their retention. We understand that recent work suggests Sycamore is a native tree with both pollen and wood samples predating historical measures and is host to a wide range of our wildlife. 
Restocking: In terms of the Oak, the species of the existing Oak is the guide – Common or English Oak, or Sessile, I couldn’t check.  
We suggest that the Oak and Scots Pine (Pinus sylvestris) should be planted in groups. As you will know historically Scots Pine were planted to augment and develop the picturesque – in the 18th century English Landscape gardening was strongly influenced by the idea of making landscapes in the manner of pictures and later in the 18th century the Revd William Gilpin analysed the particular qualities of picturesque beauty.   Therefore, we suggest that views are taken into account when drawing up the planting plan. 
We also suggest that with consideration of the future ornamental qualities of the woodland which we assume will remain publicly accessible, that some significant and appropriate ornamental trees are planted, again looking at how they will be viewed. Common Lime (Tilia x europaea), is a wonderful tree, much planted in historic designed landscapes and there are a number of other species and cultivars which could be used.  Depending on the location there may be an opportunity to plant several interesting ornamental trees – the estate garden staff could advise. 
We suggest a shrub/understory that includes evergreens that succeed in shade. Laurels both Common (Prunus laurocerasus) and Portugal (Prunus lusitanica), Yew, Osmanthus spp., Phillyraeas spp. and Holly (Ilex spp.). Of dwarf growing evergreens Butchers Broom (Ruscus aculeatus) and Spurge Laurel (Daphne laureola) were frequently planted in 19th century woodland and would be appropriate. Similarly, Martagon Lilies (Lilium martagon) were planted for ornamental effect. 
Overall, we recommend that the felling and restocking in Compartment E1 would be an opportunity to draw up a comprehensive plan locating the new trees relative to the parking areas, pedestrian routes and views. Then in the future they will form something of an ornamental woodland which can be enjoyed as pleasure ground as in the past, as well as a place to park vehicles.  The estate already has fine ornamental garden areas and E1 could be treated in something like the same way.    
  Yours sincerely

Val Hepworth

Trustee Conservation and Planning

Cc Dr Kristof Fatsar, Historic England; the Gardens Trust
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